
1 
 

 

 
 

Readings on Vocation: Where to start 
Drew Moser & Jess Fankhauser 

 

Clydesdale, T. (2015). The purposeful graduate: Why colleges must talk to students about vocation. 
Chicago, IL: University Of Chicago Press. 

 Clydesdale argues for colleges to create programs that engage undergraduates on the question of 
purpose. Backing up his argument with data from a Lilly Endowment grant that funded such programs 
on eighty-eight different campuses, he shows that thoughtful engagement of the notion of vocational 
calling by students, faculty, and staff can bring rich rewards for all those involved: greater intellectual 
development, more robust community involvement, and a more proactive approach to lifelong goals.  

Crouch, A. (2008). Culture making: Recovering our creative calling. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books. 

  Crouch engages in the conversation of calling by offering a paradigm shift in how we view our role in the 
world. Crouch argues that we, as human beings made in the image of God, are called to be creators of 
redemption and restoration in the world. Thoughtful and engaging the ideas in this text explore the 
dimensions of our call to create for kingdom purposes.  

Garber, S. (2015). Visions of vocation: Common grace for the common good. Downers Grove, IL: IVP 
Books.  

  Garber provides a myriad of stories, poems, and art, woven together to form a tapestry that reveals how 
vocation is integral to the mission of God. His words pack a punch, challenging the reader to consider 
what it means to be "implicated." He argues that living with a full understanding of vocation means 
choosing to see the wounds of the world and responding with a heart of flesh rather than a heart of 
stone. It means choosing the better but not the easier. 

Guinness, O. (2003). The call: Finding and fulfilling the central purpose of your life. Nashville, TN: 
Thomas Nelson. 

  A well-known text on calling, Guinness details a framework of calling that rightly orders one’s 
understanding of calling as beginning with the caller—God. The opening chapter is central to the entire 
book asking the ultimate question, Why are we here?  
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Harris, K. (2013). Wonder Women: Navigating the challenge of motherhood, career, and identity. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

 
  Kate Harris, with help from the Barna Group, explores the cultural conversations occurring today 

regarding the very real struggle of women trying to find their way between the questions of career, 
identity, motherhood, and more.  

Jethani, S. (2014). Futureville: Discover your purpose for today by reimagining tomorrow. Nashville, TN: 
Thomas Nelson. 

  Jethani writes an excellent text that provides a framework large enough to influence how we live in our 
day-to-day. He lays forth the premise that unless we have a proper view of the future we will not be 
able to live faithfully in the present. As part of the text, Jethani also gives a brief primer (chapter 6) on 
vocation that while not exhaustive is very accessible language for students in their understanding of 
vocation beyond just work or a singular call by God.  

Keller, T. (2014). Every good endeavor: Connecting your work to God’s work. New York, NY: Riverhead 
Trade. 

  Keller, pastor of New York’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church, shows readers that biblical wisdom is 
immensely relevant to our questions about work today. In fact, the Christian view of work—that we 
work to serve others, not ourselves—can provide the foundation of a thriving professional and balanced 
personal life. Keller shows how excellence, integrity, discipline, creativity, and passion in the workplace 
can help others and even be considered acts of worship—not just of self-interest. 

Nelson, T. (2011). Work matters: Connecting Sunday worship to Monday work. Wheaton, IL: Crossway. 

  Work Matters is written with sound a sound theology of work by a pastor who articulates the 
importance and value of work done well in all social sectors. Throughout the book, Nelson attends to a 
both theology of work within the framework the biblical narrative—creation, fall, redemption and 
restoration and the practical implementation of this theology in everyday contexts. At the end of each 
chapter, there are reflection questions and anecdotes about work in everyday settings. 

Palmer, P. J. (2000). Let your life speak: Listening for the voice of vocation. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-
Bass. 

  A small yet rich text, Palmer describes vocation as a calling one hears. He argues, rather than deciding 
how one wants their life to go, they should instead listen to their life. Listening to one’s life is not a quick 
process rather it requires cultivating the art of listening and reflecting, something not easily practiced in 
the Western world. A great, short text on vocation.  

Peterson, E. H. (2000). A long obedience in the same direction: Discipleship in an instant society. 
Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books. 

In an age of instant gratification, Peterson encourages readers into a deeper study of Psalms 120-134 as 
he paints a picture for readers of a life well lived. With regard to calling and vocation, Peterson’s primary 
premise is that the life we should be striving for is one that has both depth and thickness to it resulting 
from decades of living faithfully in pursuit of the heart of God.   
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Placher, W. C. (Ed.). (2005). Callings: Twenty centuries of Christian wisdom on vocation. Grand Rapids, 
MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

  This anthology gathers select passages on work and vocation from the greatest writers in Christian 
history. Placher has written insightful introductions to accompany the selections. While the vocational 
questions faced by Christians have changed through the centuries, this book demonstrates how the 
distilled wisdom of these saints, preachers, theologians, and teachers remains relevant to Christians 
today. 

Schwen, M. R., & Bass, D. C. (Eds.). (2006). Leading lives that matter: What we should do and who we 
should be. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.  

  Leading Lives That Matter draws together a wide range of texts—including fiction, autobiography, and 
philosophy—offering challenge and insight to those who are thinking about what to do with their lives. 
Instead of giving prescriptive advice, Schwehn and Bass approach the subject of vocation as an ongoing 
conversation. They include some of the Western tradition's best writings on human life—its meaning, 
purpose, and significance—ranging from ancient Greek poetry to contemporary fiction. 

Sherman, A. L. (2011). Kingdom calling: Vocational stewardship for the common good. Downers Grove, 
IL: IVP Books. 

  Sherman, director of the Center on Faith in Communities and scholar of vocational stewardship, uses 
the tsaddiqim (the people who see everything they have as gifts from God to be stewarded for his 
purposes) as a springboard to explore how, through our faith-formed calling, we announce the kingdom 
of God to our everyday world. Divided into three sections, the book is organized around central 
theological foundations, vocational stewardship, pathways to living out vocation for the common good. 

Veith Jr, G.E. (2011). God at work: Your Christian vocation in all of life. Wheaton, IL: Crossway. 

  This book looks at both the doctrine of vocation—what it is, what is the purpose, how to discern it as 
well as how to apply an understanding of vocation practically to life in the twenty-first century. In 
sequential chapters, Veith engages calling as it relates to being a worker, part of a family, a citizen and 
one’s role in the church. This is a short and accessible text highlighting the various dimensions of calling.   

 

Associations/Organizations 

Center for Faith and Work (New York, NY) 

The Denver Institute for Faith and Work (Denver, CO) 

The High Calling 

IF: Gathering (Austin, TX) 

The Network for Vocation in Undergraduate Education (NetVUE; Grand Rapids, MI) 

Princeton University Faith & Work Initiative 

Q Ideas (Nashville, TN) 

The Washington Institute for Faith, Vocation and Culture (Washington, DC) 

http://www.faithandwork.com/
http://denverinstitute.org/
http://www.thehighcalling.org/
https://ifgathering.com/
http://www.cic.edu/Programs-and-Services/Programs/NetVUE/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.princeton.edu/faithandwork/
http://qideas.org/
http://www.washingtoninst.org/

